THE HOROSCOPE 
OF CONSTANTINE VII 
PORPHYROGENITUS 


DAVID PINGREE 


OLIOS 208-319 of Parisinus graecus 2244 constitute the fragmentary 

remains of a compendium of medicine and astrology copied in the 

fourteenth century. Folio 279¥ contains a circular horoscope that can 
be dated about an hour before dawn of 2 September 905: 


Text Computation 
Saturn Aquarius 25 ;48° Pisces 3° 
Jupiter Capricorn 0;9° Capricorn 3° 
Mars omitted Cancer 7° 
Sun Virgo 9;1° Virgo 14° 
Venus Libra 14;45° Libra 18° 
Mercury Leo 22;19° Leo 27° 
Moon omitted ca. Virgo 12° 
Ascendent Leo 21;46° ca. 5 A.M. 


This horoscope, as will become obvious, is closely related to, but not identical 
with, the horoscope discussed in detail on folios 290-299 (fols. 291-295 of the 
manuscript as presently bound are blank, but none of the text is lost). Part of 
the text—chapters I-III and V-IX—was published by P. Boudreaux? because 
of its citations from Dorotheus of Sidon; but, as he did not know the date of 
the text, Boudreaux missed its further significance. The date was obscure 
because the text is not accompanied by any horoscope-diagram, but the 
following statements about the relative planetary positions gleaned from it 
will suffice to indicate that the horoscope was cast for a time very close to that 
of the horoscope on folio 279v. 


1. Saturn is aspected by Venus (I 1) in trine (VIII 5), and itself aspects Leo 
(II 3), Mercury (VII 3), and Taurus in quartile (XIII 4). It is in a masculine, 
fixed sign (II 4), which is its own house (VIII 5 and XVII 2); this house is the 
place of the lot of livelihood, which is in Aquarius 8;20° (VIII 5). Furthermore, 
Saturn aspects the last degree of Libra in trine (IV 11) and Scorpio 30° (or 
rather about 29;42°) in quartile (IV 16 and XVII 1). Therefore, Saturn must 
be at about Aquarius 29;42°, 


* Described by P. Boudreaux in Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum (henceforth, CCAG), 
vol. VIII, 3, pp. 18-21. 

2 The tropical longitudes are taken from B. Tuckerman, Planetary, Lunar, and Solar Positions, A.D. 
2 to A.D. 1649, at Five-Day and Ten-Day Intervals, Memoirs of the American Philosophical Society, 59 
(Philadelphia, 1964). 

Within any reasonable historical period, the given planetary longitudes of this horoscope and of 
the next uniquely fit their actual longitudes in early September of 905. The lunar longitude of the 
second horoscope dates it definitely on 3 September. I have dated the first horoscope a day earlier 
because of the motion of Mercury (its longitude for Saturn is in error), but it could as well be intended 
for ca. 5 a.m. of 3 September and have simply been poorly computed. The manuscript does not indi- 
cate what relation, if any, it has to the second horoscope; but the occurrence of both horoscopes in the 
same manuscript makes one suspect that they are related in some as yet unclear fashion. 

8 CCAG, VIII, 3, pp. 128-31. 
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2. Jupiter aspects the Sun (I 1), the Moon (XV 3), Venus (XIV 2), Cancer, 
which is the midheaven (II 3 and XII 1), and Taurus in trine (XVI 1). Itisina 
feminine, tropical sign (II 4), and the lord of its triplicity is Mars (XII 3). It 
aspects the last degree of Libra in sextile (IV 11), and it first in the daily 
rotation will reach the position in the sky occupied in the horoscope by Scorpio 
30° (XVII 2). Therefore, Jupiter must be at the very beginning of Capricorn. 
3. Mars aspects the descendent (VI 1) and the two luminaries (XVI 2). It isina 
feminine, tropical sign (II 4), in a cardine (XVI 2), in midheaven in the Moon’s 
house (X 1 and 3)—1in fact, in Cancer (II 3); Leo and Virgo lie between Mars 
and the ascendent (XII 3). Mars aspects Scorpio 2;39° in trine (IV 12). This 
places Mars in Cancer 2;39°, which is in its own term according to the system 
of Ptolemy which our author also elsewhere follows;* for this reason it is des- 
cribed as i81oSpovv (XVI 2 and XVII 2). 
4, The Sun is not in a cardine (III 1), but in the cadent (IV 1) of the ascendent 
(IX 1), in a feminine sign (IX 1). The first lord of its triplicity is Venus (VIII 4). 
Since, as shall be shown, the ascendent is in Libra, the Sun must be in Virgo. 
5. Venus aspects Cancer and Leo (II 3) and the midheaven (XII 1), and is 
itself aspected by Jupiter and the malefics (XIV 2). It is in a masculine, 
equinoctial sign (II 4), in a cardine in its own house (IV 2, VIII 2, and XIV 2). 
It is in Libra (V 1), and precisely in Libra 13;12° (IV 3). 
6. Mercury is in a masculine sign (II 4) which is fixed (VII 1); in fact, it is in 
Leo (II 3). It aspects Libra 25° (IV 10), and Scorpio 25° in quartile (IV 14). 
Therefore, Mercury is in Leo 25°. 
7. The Moon aspects the midheaven (XII 1). It is not in a cardine (III 1), but 
in the cadent (IV 1) of the ascendent (IX 1 and XV 1). It is in a feminine sign 
(IX 1), which is two-bodied (VII 2, XI 1, and XV 1). This is Mercury’s house 
(VII 1)—in fact, Virgo, in which it has just left the Sun (V 1). 
8. The ascendent is stated to be Libra 5;23° (IV 3), and the nativity to be 
diurnal (II 1). 

From these data and the position of the Moon computed below from the lot 
of military service one can securely date this horoscope about 8 A.M. on 3 
September 905: 


Text Computation 
Saturn Aquarius 29 ;42° Pisces 3° 
Jupiter Capricorn 0° Capricorn 3° 
Mars Cancer 2:39° Cancer 7° 
Sun Virgo Virgo 15° 
Venus Libra 13;12° Libra 17° 
Mercury Leo 25° Leo 27° 
Moon Virgo ca. Virgo 28° 
Ascendent Libra 5;23° ca. 8 A.M. 


4 *AtroteAcopatiké, I 21, 28, in C. Ptolemaei Opera, vol. III, 1, eds. F. Boll and E. Boer, Teubner 
(1954). 
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We are further informed of the longitudes of the following lots: 


lot of livelihood Aquarius 8;20° (VIII 5) 
lot of marriage Taurus 18;40° (XIII 4) 
lot of friendship Virgo 4;37° (XIV 3) 

lot of love Scorpio 6;35° (XIV 3) 
lot of military service Taurus 4;23 (XVI 1). 


The rules for computing all of these lots were found in the astrological poem of 
Dorotheus of Sidon. The main source for our knowledge of this text 1s an 
Arabic translation by ‘Umar ibn al-Farrukhan (ca. 800) of a third-century 
Pahlavi version revised in ca. 400. It is to my forthcoming edition of this 
Arabic text that I refer in the following as Dor. This Arabic version, however, 
does not represent all that was in the original Greek hexameters; for our 
purpose it will suffice to refer to the ’AtroteAcopatixé of Hephaestio of Thebes 
(ca. 415) for the other material.* It should be pointed out here that, though 
Hephaestio like the astrologer who interpreted this horoscope relies mainly on 
Ptolemy and Dorotheus, Boudreaux was wrong in thinking that the astrologer 
used Hephaestio; he has a fuller text of both ancient authorities than does 
Hephaestio, and therefore read some independent version (perhaps even the 
original hexameters) of Dorotheus’ poem. Let us now turn to the computations 
of the lots. 


1. The lot of livelihood (Dor. I 27, 19) is computed from the lord of the second 
place (Mars), the second place itself, and the ascendent. If we wrongly assume 
that the second place begins at Scorpio 5;23°, the lot will be in Aquarius 8;7° 
rather than 8;20°. 
2. The lot of marriage (Dor. II 2, 2) is computed from Saturn, Venus, and the 
ascendent. The lot then will be in Taurus 18;53° rather than 18;40°. 
3. The lot of friendship (not in the extant Dorotheus, but cf. ps.-Heliodorus®) 
is computed from Venus, Mercury, and the ascendent. The lot then will be in 
Leo 17;11° rather than Virgo 4;37°. The astrologer seems to have made an 
error, such as using the Sun in place of Mercury. 
4. The lot of love (Dor. in Heph. II 23, 11) is computed from the lot of the demon 
(which is in Virgo; see III 2), Mercury, and the ascendent. If the lot of love is 
in Scorpio 6;35°, the lot of the demon (Dor. I 9, 1) should be in about Virgo 
26° and the elongation of the Moon from the Sun is taken to be about 9°. 
5. The lot of military service (Dor. in Heph. II 19, 24) is computed from Sat- 
urn, the Moon, and the ascendent. The lot, then, is correctly placed at the 
beginning of Taurus; if it were accurately computed, the assumed longitude 
of the Moon would be Virgo 28;42°. 

In the following edition of the astrologer’s interpretation of this recon- 
structed horoscope I have supplied in pointed brackets my restorations for 


5 Ed. D. Pingree, vol. I, Teubner (1973). 


® Eis tov TlatAov, ed. E. Boer, Teubner (1962), 54. That this commentary is probably by Olympio- 
dorus (564) is demonstrated by L. G. Westerink in Byzantinische Zeitschrift, 64 (1971), 6-21. 
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parts of the text clipped off with the inner and upper margins of the folios by 
some binder. In the Fontes (F) I have indicated the passages from Ptolemy 
and Dorotheus used by the astrologer, with a reference to the citation of each 
passage in Hephaestio whenever such a citation exists. The Varzae Lectiones 
are indicated by V. 


f. 290 I. — Tlepi yovéoov. 

1 <Kat>& peév TitoAeuoiov 6 tratnp Evdo€os Kai Aaytredtatos Kai 
Xpovios CEot>ar S14 TO TOV “HAtov Kai Tov TOU Kpdvou Tous TH TraTpIKG 
CTTPOT)>WTTG OUVOIKELOULEVOUS UTTO TOV c&yaSoTroidy émIewpeioIan, 
9 <Ttou> te Aids kai tis “AppoSitns, ét1 Sé Kai Sic Thy TOV paTov 
2 EucTrep igXeoiv Kai Thy Tv aoTépowv Sopugopiav. f SE uATNHP ATTOV 
EvSofos <Kal> TroAuxpdvios éotar Sick TO Trap’ alpeoiv Thy LeAhvnv 
UTTO Tv cKotépwv <So>pupopeio9ai tiv TH UNTPIK® Trpogwtrw yeTa 
3 Tis “Appoditns ouvoiKerfoupévnv. dpoias 5é Kal Kkat& AcpdSeov TK 

10 aut& éotai Trepi Tos yoveis. 


F I 1-2: cf. Ptol. III 5, 1-12~Heph. II 4, 1-19. I 3: cf. Dor. I 12, 
15-29 ~Heph. IT 4, 20-24. 


V [ 2 The upper and inner margins of the folios are clipped; restorations 
are indicated by pointed brackets || 3/4 té&v...ouvoixeioupévoov corrected by 
Boudreaux || 6 éu<tep>ioyuow corr. Boudreaux 


IT. Tlepi &5eAqddv. 


1 <Ai&> TO fuepivnv elvan thy yév[vjeoiv yivetou 6 tis "Appoditns 
UNTPIKOS G@pooKdTros <Zuy>os <as> evar Tov Kapkivov pntpiKov 

2 Weooupavnua, eTravapopa SE toutou <6 Adégoov. got: 5 6 ev Kapxivos 
9 (ediov SnAuKkov, TpotriKkdv Kal TroAvoTtepHov, <6 S&> Agwv dppevikdy, 

3 OTEPEOV, OTEINGSES. ETrISewpeita TO ev NETOUpdUNUA <UTr>d TOU Ards 


Kai “Agpoditns, ouptrapéotn S& atta Kal 6 Tou “Apews, (Td Bde 

eTravapepouevov Codiov émi9ewpeitar wd te "AppoSitns Kal Tov 

4 <Kp>ovou, ouputrapéotn S& atta Kal 6 Tol ‘Epuov. got: & 6 pév TOU 

10 Kpovou <é>v Coedicn cppeikd, oteped, 5 SE TOU Aids év LepSicn SnAuKe, 

TPOTTIKG, OTELpwWSEl, (6 Se Tis "AppoSitns év LwSien dppevikd, lonue- 

pive, Wovoetdei, 6 Se Tou <”Apyews Ev LerSicn TpoTriKH, SnAUKg, TroAuG- 

5 TrEpUG@, © SE TOU ‘Epyou év Ladin (ép>penikd, oteipader. onuatvetar 

6é EK TOUTOoV Sia TO TrAElovas Adyous éxelv Tov (Adia Kal THv ’Appoditny 

f. 290v 15 Kal Thy ZeAnvnv &deAqous E€eiv tpeis, Eva yev Gope<va> | Sic TO TOV 

Aia Eva Adyov éxeiv fppeveopévov KaT& Thy iSfav puad<iv, SnAsias 5) 

Suo Sia TO Thy ’AgpoSitnv Kai thy Lerrvnv exe Adyous Aslovas) 
TEINAULEVOUS. 


F II 1-5: cf. Ptol. III 6, 1-4~Heph. II 6, 1-6. 
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V II 2 qvepnvav corr. Boudreaux || 3 os Boudreaux for <Zuy>és || 6 otepaidy 
corr. Boudreaux || otepaéSes corr. Boudreaux || 7 and 9 ocuptrdpeot: Boudreaux || 
9 and 13 épuiov corr. Boudreaux || 11 ionuepnv corr. Boudreaux || 12 povoesdi 
corr. Boudreaux || 15 & corr. Boudreaux || 16 *ppevonévov corr. Boudreaux 


III, Tlepi eutoogias. 

"EtreiS1) KeKeVTPCPEVOV OUSETEDOV EUPEST TV QWTHV, THV KAKO<TIOI- 
dv 5&> otSels ouviy oUte unv Kat’ ioooxeAiav Tis SieurKile Tddv (KaKO- 
Troiddv>, ET: OVSE oikoSeoTrOTNS THv Qwotav ev KAKOTTOIG TdOTTH TV 
CKATELYANMNEVOS, TO Yevv~yEevoy Kal TpagroeTat Kal ypdvov é& Ce 
ToAUy>. KaTX 5 AwpdSeov ottws t LeANvN YETH TOU KATPOU TOU 
Sai<povos) Tuyovca eUTpOoV ONMatver TO TEYSév Kal drdveos ExQuF VAL 
<tous» od6vtas. 


F ITI 1: cf. Ptol. III 10, 2~Heph. II 10, 2. III 2: cf. Dor. I 9, 2. 


V III 2 xexevtpopévov corr. Boudreaux || 5 <xate)AcAuyévos corr. Boudreaux || 
yevvouevov corr. Boudreaux 


1 
5 

2 

3 
4 10 

5 

f. 296 

15 

6 

7 

8 

9 
20 

10 

11 
25 


IV. Tepi ypoveov Coofjs. 
°"Etrl TTis TpoKeipévns yeveoewos UMOTENPWY GTTOKEKAIKOC TOV) TOY 
pataov, “Appodsitn Kai ‘Eputis trv a&peoiv Tv <Tiis Cwfis> ypdvev 
elAr}gaciv Six TO Exelv aUTOUS oiKOdeoTroTiAng AOyou<s TrpOs> Try 
Yevouevny ovvoSov Kal Teds GuPdoTEepA TA PdTa, <Kal> UdAIOTA TO 
Tijs aipéoews. Kai St Anirtéov Thy A&peoiwv &CrO> This “Aqpoditns Sick 
TO TAUTHY iS1oSpovovcay Ev KUPIXWTEPH) TOTTO. UTTaPXEl HPOOKOTTOS 
Zuyovu € xy, dvagope Tov $1& Bulavtiou KA<ivatos> pirs vn° *Agpoditn 
Zuyou 1y 18, &vagpop& Tov avTOU KAipaTos (pal €>° Urrepoy7| ToUTWY 
1 C. *AgpoSitns vuKtepivol dopiaio: xpdvor ie V (1c 1) Urroyeiwtépav 
elvor aut. Tapa ToUTOUs otV TOUS apiaious <ypdvous> LEpicas TOUS 
Tijs Utrepoyiis 1 C ypdvous evpov thy "Agp<oditny> éméyoucav Tov 
@pooKoTrou wpas O % 1’ A’ EyyloTta ws SijAov <éT1) drréyer ex ToV 
Utroyeiou Kévtpou pas ey’ A’ Trpds avATIAT|pw<olV | 5 d>pdVv Kal TIPO 
7 ae ee pl.. Ugalovovay Tiva TPos TOV a@ETHY ¢..>1... 
UEVOYV. eidayayav yao Thy Ke’ Yoipav tou Zuyou eis TO Sik Bulavtiou 
<K>AINa t eupioKe VOLPOPIKOUS E' g€ dvaAdyou aif KB. peor &vapope 
<p)1rs. ve" UTTEpOXT| ToUTwY KE KS. Woipa Zuyou Ke’ Byyiota Psteown 
<a>pe1aio: Kpovol IS ry. TOUTOUS TTOAUTIAAOIdoaS ETI THY OAT i, 
yivovtar <x>pdvo1 1 KS, os dqeAdv ard THis UTTEPOX Ts KE KS XOdvoov, 
TepiAeitrovtar xpdvor 15 ve fyouv én 18 pijvas 1a. Kal Etre) 1) Ke’ 
Hoipa tou Zuyou dpidv <éot>iv “Apews KAIWAKTIP Yév YEVoETOI 
‘Apeixds, EtripoBos, ovK c&voupetixds 5& Sik Te TO OULPOVOY CYFNA TOU 
‘Epyou Kal Sick TO ut Aiav Uird Kpdvou Ka Koto9a1. Trods S& Tiv TeAeu- 
Taiav Yoipavy tou Zuyou, f\tis Uo Kpdvou tprywviletar, <d>pico 
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"Apews EoTas, OUUUIKTOS KAIUOKTNP, Kpovikos te Kai “Apeikos, veto 
ETN K Hijvas 10 tugpas 1B, AAG Kal ToUTOV éxpevEeTaI TOV KAIBOKT pa» 


12 Six TO BonSeioSai Urd Atos Kad’ ecyavov cya. WaAiv tf TOU 
"Apews Tolyavos fyouv Tou ZKoptriou Seutepa Yoipa Kai AeTTTa AS 
13 30 KOAAS TH det yeTa Et KS Kai Uijvas OKT. Kal oTOI KATA TOUTOV 


TOV XpOvov YEyIOTOS Kal “ApsiKos KAINaKTNp, Kal Si& TO elvoar Kal 

Opiov “Apeos, ei uti Sik TO elvan CUUMavVoY OXTNA TO Seivov ExpevEc- 

14 Tal. ETL T} Tou ‘Epyou Tetpxywvos akTis, TouTEOTIV fT) TOU ZKopTrioU 
Ke’ Hoipa, KOAAG TH AgéTH weTa ETH vy pfivas B, Kal ZoT1v dpiov ‘Eppow. 

15 35 gota S& Kai outos & ypdvos étripoBos Sick Te TO TeTPXyVOV oyTA 
Tou ‘Epyou Kal Si& TO undepiav BonSeiav 1rd TaHv &yaSotroidéy éyeiv, 

16 GAA’ ei Kai ToUTOV <Iows Expuyel TOV EtripoBoVv KAILAKTTpPA. THY TOU 
Kpovou tetpayovikyy <1>pos Tov apeTHVY KATH KOAANOIV aKTiva 

f. 296” TavTWS oty UTrepBrioetar got yap Bik | ........... TP1OKOOT?) 
40 éyyiota poipa tou ZKoptiou Kail &BorSntos tis Tv &ya9oToidv 

17 yaptupias. ota Sé 6 To1oUTOs ypdvos HEeTa ETH VS UivaSs B> TUEpas Ss. 


F ‘IV 1-2: cf. Ptol. III 11, 7~Heph. II 11, 20-23, and Ptol. III 11, 8-11 
~Heph. II 11, 31-34. 


V IV 2 croxexAnkd<twv> || 3 &ppoditns || tv] Tov] 6 Antraiov | 8 pms vy 
correct by linear interpolation in the table in Tables manuelles ed. Halma, 
pt. 2, Paris 1823, pp. 58-65 || dppo8itns || 9 pql é correct by linear interpolation | 
10 dpiaion || € €; 1¢ v correct by linear interpolation || tmoyewtépav || 11 dpiaious || 
13 O 41'D correct || 14 brroyéou || 17 <K)Anya || o18 Ky correct || 18 vuKteonvy || 19 As 
Ay; is Ay correct || 20 1«9 correct || 21 0; 55:6,0 days=330 days || 22 kAnuoxtip 
23 ovppovov || 24 épyiou || 26 KAnuaxtip || 27 thisnumber is correct for about Libra 
29 ;42° || KAnUOKT<fjpa> || 28 Kat’ || 29 tpiyovos || Kpiod || 30 KoA& || this number is 
correct || 31 KAnuaKtip || 33 épuiou || Kpiot || 34 KoA& || this number is almost correct || 
gpuiou || 35 tetpcyovov || 36 gpuiou || 37 KAnuaxtiipa || 38 tetpayovikiy || KddAvoty | 
40 «pio || 41 this number is correct for about Scorpio 29 ;42°. 


V. Tlepi pop@iis Kal Kpaoews CwpaTiKis. 

1 Ai& TO Thy “Agpoditny Urapyeiv év ZuyS kal th ZeAtyvnv ev MapIéveo 
AVATOKAIKOS> Auge Kal Tihv &trdéppoiav éx tou ‘HAiou tThv LeAnvnv 
COUATIKHS Troieio¢Jai>, Eota TH vev Kpdoel 6 yevunSels Sepudtepos 

2 Kai VypoTepos, ATToOV 5é Tpd<s> TO Jepudtepov féTroov, TH St xpos 
AeuKos, ETOSpIE, uecopdAaKpos, eUpU<s> Kal oWUUETpOS TH uEyéIel, 
El MEVTOL TO WEyOIAOTIPETTEOTEpOV KAdi> EUYOppwTEpOV Kal émyapl- 
TOTEPOV, KA YApoTTos Tois SpSaAuOIs wet’ dtrpETreias. 


Ff V 1: cf. Ptol. III 12~Heph. II 12. 


V V 3 crdpiav corr. Boudreaux || 4 kpcéon corr. Boudreaux || 6 eupvs Cumont, 
eUpis Boudreaux || 7 evuoppdtepov || 7/8 él yapitétepov || 8 yaporrov 


THE HOROSCOPE OF CONSTANTINE VII 225 


VI. Tlepi o1vddv Kai traddv. 
1 Tla&Sos pev oopatixov 6 yevunSels oux e€e1, civos 5& Trepl c&KoTv 
eVaVUUOK > Kal Trepl Tas Tis KEPaATs PAEBas Sic TO TOV TOU “ApEws 
TOIOUTMY olXvdv> elvor SnA@TIKOV Kal KUpIevelv Kal émiBAETrEIV TO 
5 Sutixov KévTp<ov>, Strep oT KEPaAT) TOU AoITTOU CMPATOS. 


F VI 1: cf. Ptol. Iff 13~Heph. IT 13, 3-23. 


V VI 3 etdvuyodv> corr. Boudreaux || tov] té&v corr. Boudreaux || &peos corr. 
Boudreaux 


VII. Tlepi troi6t Tos wu<yijs>. 
1 *Errei51) 6 Tou “Epuou SnAwtTikds éoT1 TOU AoylKoU Kal voEpoU LEPOUCS> 
Tis WuXiis, eUpESTN SE KUPIOS TOU Tis ZEAT|VNS TOTrOU év OTEpE® CHS <i~) 
EoTas, EoTal 1) Tis YuXis aUTOU TroloTNs SiKaia, dKoAdKeuTOS, ETTiLO- 
5 vos>, PBeBaia, ouveTh, UTrouovntikn, giAdTrovos, oKANpa Kal doa 
2 TCOUTOIS» ETrETOL. T] SE DEAT VN ONMAVTIKT OUCA Tou dAdyou Kal aloSn- 
TIKCOU) Wépous Tis Wuytis, eUpeSn SE Ev Sicmuw Cwdiw, gota Td 
Ser TroiK{iAos>, eupETaBoAOS, SUCKATGANTITOS, EDWTIKOS, PIAOOUTOS 
3 Kal 60a ToUTois> Etretor. Te&ALv étreidt) O Tou “Eouou oynuatileta 
10 1 tou Kp<dvouy, gota Ti uxt] piAotevoTts, voninav CntnTiKds, 
PIAiATpOS, PUOTIKO<S>, PETOKOS TrOppTTwV, evTpExt|s, S1o1KNTIKOS 
£297 Toayyatov Kal &yyig<pav | Kal> trepitikpos Kai &xpiBis Kal éti- 
4 TEUKTIKOS. Sic SE TO TH DEAT Nv avEiCp>wtov kal avaToAIKTY UTTaXELV 
TauTa éi TO evMuéoTepoV Kal Trpopavéotepov Kal BeBaldTepov Kal 
15 TrappnolacTiIKWTEPOV yEVvT|}OOVTAl. 
F VII 1-2: Ptol. III 14, 3~Heph. II 15, 4. VII 3: cf. Ptol. HI 14, 
18~Heph. 11 15,12. VIL4: cf. Ptol. III 14,37~Heph. II 15, 19. 


V VII 2 épuiou corr. Boudreaux || 3 otepaiw corr. Boudreaux || 5 Gropovitixy 
corr. Boudreaux || oxne& corr. Boudreaux || 6 aioSntiiK<ov) corr. Boudreaux || 
7 Siodue corr. Boudreaux || 8 49n corr. Boudreaux || 9 épyiou corr. Boudreaux | 
10 16] 76 corr. Boudreaux || Cntitixés corr. Boudreaux || 13 av&h<@>wtov corr. 
Boudreaux || 15 tappnoiaotixétepov corr. Boudreaux 


VII. Tlepi tUyns KT]TIKT}\s. 
1 <Th>v SE KTNTIKHY TUyNVY eK TOU Tis TUyNS KAT|poU SicAauBd&vouev. 
Kai étrei51 oUTOS UTT6 Te Kpdvou Kal "Appoditns Kai ‘Epyou oixoSeotro- 
Teital, ET Se Kai UTrO Aids ErriSewpeitoar Kal “Epuou — c&updtepor tris 
5 TWEpiviis alpgoews Gvtes — Trpds ToUToOIs S5é Kal éTiKévTpOU TUXOVTOS 
QUTOU HEeTa TOU iSiou oikoSeoTréTou (Aéyoo 81) Tis "Agpoditns), TroAu- 
KTNMOVa goeoIal TOV yevynSévTA ENvUouoIv, Kal 6 ev Kodvos Sik 
SeueAioov T) yewpyikdeyv ft) vauKAnpixdv, 6 Sé ye Tis "Appoditns Sik 
PIAIKGV Kal yuvaikeioov Sapedv, 6 5& Tou “Eoyou Sia Adyoov Kal éytro- 
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3,4 10 piddv. 6 S& AwpdSeos Kai tauTa tTrpootiSnoiv. ered) O Tou “HAiou 
TPdToS TplyeviKos Seotrotns (TouTéotiv tf) “Appoditn) étrixevtpos év 
TH MpookdTrw Etuyev iSi0Spovotica évTds TH&v ToU wpooKdTrou 1¢ 
MoIpGv, ueyedos E€e1 TUXNS O yevundels, Kal UGAIOTA Ev TIP~TT TAIKic. 
5 KAfipos Biou ‘YSpoxdou 7 K¢.>* érrei5t) 6 TOWTOU Tou KAtpou ofkoSeotré- 
15 ts, Kpdovos, év KAA ToTT@ EoTHKEV iSioSpovdv Kal Uiro Tis "Appoditns 
Tplyoviletai, Tou “Apews dtrootpépou dvtos, Biov KaAdov é€e1 Kai 
6 TTAOUTOV TrOAUY. of GyaSoTrolol étrikevTpo1 EoTdTes, ws vuv "Agpoditn 
Kai Zevs, étrixapiv toiovc1 Kal év Bios Tiotiv S18dac1 Kal éySoddv 

KaSaipeory. 


F VIII 1-2: cf. Ptol. 1V 2~Heph. II 17, 2-6. VIII 4: cf. Dor. I 26, 
2-3. VIII 5: cf. Dor. I 27, 19-24. VIII6: cf. Dor. I 27, 32 and 36. 


V VIII 1 xtitixfjs corr. Boudreaux || 3 ottws corr. Boudreaux || épuiov corr. 
Tél . 
Boudreaux || 3/4 oixoSéor oto CON: Boudreaux || 4 1oSewpeiton corr. Cumont | 


Epuiou corr. Boudreaux || 5 feonviis corr. Boudreaux || 9 yuvoiixdv Boudreaux | 
11 tpryoviKos corr. Boudreaux || 14 «<.>] poipx Cumont || 16 toryovileta corr. 
Boudreaux || ttootpégou corr. Boudreaux || 17 émi xévtpov corr. Boudreaux 


IX. Tlepi tuys &€iopatixijs. 

1 Kat& pév TitoAepaiov gota TO TexSév év &E1amyaoly émipaveotaTois 
1.297% Te Kai | AoTrpoTaToIs Sik TO TH UeEV PATA ev SnAuK Lodi Umrdpyerv 
KCal> GITOKEKAIKEVOL TOU &VATOAIKOU KévTpOU, TOUS 5 SopUMOpOUVTAS 
I aUT& doTEpas Tous UEév étriKevTpous Elva, ToUs 5 WAapTUpOUVTAS Tois 
2 Kévtpois. KaT& Se AcpdSeov éav 6 Tis TUyns Seotrdts, fyouv f 
‘Agpoditn, cal of &yaSotroiol étti KaAois Tétrois TUYwo Elvan, KaAS&TrED 
etl Tis TWpoKeévns yevéoeas, PaciAga Kal SuvdoTny gcecSa1 Tov 
3 yevvnsevta onuaiver. Guws Sic Thy THv KaKkoTroidv yaotupiav ee 
10 wetpias évavtTiétytas: ueTpias Sé eftropev StITTE9> of KaKOTTOIO! ds viU 

idioSpovouvtes UETPIOL IPOs KaKWOTV EloLV. 


F IX 1: cf. Ptol. IV 3~Heph. II 18, 2-7. IX 2-3: cf. Dor. I 26, 24-25. 


V IX 3 Aayutpotéto: corr. Boudreaux || 4 étoxexAnkévor corr. Boudreaux | 
Swpugopouvtas corr. Boudreaux || 7 tuyouvolv 


X. Tlepi trp&§ecos troidtyTOos. 
1 Tv S& mp&Eiv Efer 6 yevvnSels ugAAov pev ‘Eppaixry, toutéott trepl 
ETOTTIUACS> AoyiKas Kal pds AoiTrds TOU Biou émiTNHSeidtntas, Sick 
Se TOv TKOU> “Apes Eva Adyov éxovta év TH YeETOUpavyaTL TUyYXa- 
> vovta Kal T¢&)> oTpaTicTiKe étriTnSeicos Ear €€ Sv Svnois avTa ueyioTn 
2 yevnoet{ar. Thv S& mrea€iv e€er év ti iSia tratp{S: Sic TO Tovs thy 
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3 TPaELY O<NUAivovTas év TH atrnAlwTiKd tetaptnuopie efvar. 6 THhv 
TPaElv Trapéxov, “Aons, év oikeo ZeATvNsS Ov troiei atrTOUaIe!s, étri- 
4 VOC TTIKOUS> Kai PpovipoUS. ZEATVN aro GUVddoU CUVaTTTOUCA TH Ati 


10 &yacSn> eds trp&Eiv Kal TUynv. 
F X 1-4: cf. Ptol. [V 4~Heph. II 19, 1-4 and 11-21. 


V X 3 émortipacs> || émitnsiothtas || 4 tov] tdv || 5 emritnSloos || 7 tetaptipopi{eo || 
9 ppovrpous || 517} 


XI. Tlepi ouvapyoyijs. 
1 Ai& TO Thy LEANN aro oUvdsou artNnAlwtikhy TUyyaverv Ev Sioapoo 
<xal> troAupopga Codie vedyayos uEv EoTAI, OU Hovdyanuos 5é, GAA 
{, 298 Suol yuvari vouipws cuvapStjoetai ceyvaiis te Kal d&yaSais 5<1c& | TO 
5 tov» Ala thy cuvagiy ZeAnvns UTrodseEaoSat. 


F X11: cf. Ptol. [V 5, 1-5=Heph. II 21, 2-7. 
V XI 2 Suvody@ 


AMI. Tlepi téxvoov. 
1 <Texvo>troinoe Sé Si& TO Thy Leavy Kal Thy “Appositnv Kai Tov 
tou Atds émiBAétrelv TO Te UEDoUPaVNUA Kal TO ETravapEpduEVOY AUTA 
2 Cadiov. Kata AwpdSeov 81a TO TOUS TpIywVvIKOUs SeoTTOTAs Tou Alds 
5 ée€auyous ovtas év KOAOIS TOTToIs KeioSo1 eUTeKViavy EoeoSQ1 oNPaivel. 
3 e€er Se TEKVA Tpia Sik TO WeTAgU ToU TplywviKoU SeotroToU tou Aids, 
iyyouv “Apews, Kal @pooKoTrou eUpioxeoSar Cardia B, Ev Mev ccTTAOUV, 
tov Agovta, Siowyov & trv TlapSévov. 


F XIT 1: cf. Ptol. IV 6, 1~Heph. II 22,1. XII2: cf. Dor. II 8, 1-4= 
Heph. II 22,9. XII3: cf. Dor. II 9, 2 and 4. 


V XII 4 tpryovixots || 6 tpryoviKot || 8 SUcopov 


XIII. Tepi ycuou. 


1 <Kyata& && AwpdSeov: étrei&t) oi THs "AppoSitns tpryevixol SeoTrd Ton 
Oo a Kai B’ év KoAois fotavtai TéTrois Kal EEauyoi cio, evyauiav 

2 SnAouoiv. 6 KUpIOs TOU BuTIKOU KEvTpoU TeTpxywvos AUTH dv Kal 
5 éeauyos kai Uird d&yadotroidy WApTUPOUYEVOs CMMPPOVA Trapéyel YaYOV 

3 é€ oU Kal TrpoKoTral yevtjoovtal. Zotar 5 6 ycuos trepi TO 1’ Etos drrd 
4 THs YEevvtjoews. KAFpos ya&pou Tavpou in wr érrei5t) OUTS 6 KAFipos UITd 


Kpovou KOKOUTOL KATH TeTpXyavov oyTNa AuTTnpdV Tov yduov EEe1 
Sia Sav&tou yuvarikds. 


F XIII 1: cf. Dor. II 1, 1-3=Heph. II 21, 28. XIII 2: cf. Dor. II 1, 
16~Heph. II 21,33. XIII 3: cf. Dor. 115, 7-9. XIII 4: cf. Dor II 2, 1-3 


V XIII 2 tpryovixol || 8 tetp&yovov 
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XIV. Tlepl piAcv Kai éxSpdiv. 


1 <T>ivas 5 &€e1 6 yevunSeis pidous Kai Tivas ExSpous ouK evyep|s eltreiv 
xopis étépwv yeveoewv pds as Sei TavtTHy ouyKpivavtas PeBaiws 
2 &tropaivesIa1, GAooxepdds St A€youev. éErreid1) thy “Appoditny evpouev 


5 éttikevtpov i8i0oSpovovcay Kai Uiro Aldos yaptupoULEUy, ef Kal UT KATE 
CUUPWVOV OXTNVMATIOVOV ET1 Kal EEavywv auMoTEpwV dvTw, Ev5dEous 
Kai peycAas Kai Aaytrpas yuvaiKas mpoopiAcis e€e1, Kal weyiota&vas Sé 
gidous €€e1, Kai Swpecs Trap’ avuTdv Anwetar yeyiotas, TAY Sic TO 
THY “Agppoditny Kal Ud KaKoTroidéy émriSewpeioSai étti tioi piAois 
f.298% 3 10 AutrnShoetar 4 BAdBas Tivds trap’ atrtév petpias EEe1. | KATpos pIAias 
Tlap9évou & AL, KAfipos Zpwtos Zkoptriou 5 Ae" Kal ére151) oUTOI W<év> of 
KAT}po1 év KaKOIS TreTTTWKAG!L TOTTOIS, Of 5 TOUTwY oiKoOSeoTréTa év 
KaAois eUpeSnoav ToTrois Kal E€auyo, yapTUpOUWEvo! Ud Te d&yaSo- 
Troidav Kal KakoTroidv, E€e1 Tapa piAwy adgeAeias wey UXAAOV, BAGBas 

15 8€ FtTov. 


F XIV 1: cf. Ptol. IV 7, 1-2~Heph. II 23, 1-2. XIV 3: cf. Dor. in 
Heph. II 23, 11. 


V XIV 3 Seiv 


XV. Tept §eviteias. 
1 Zevitevoet Se ouvexds Sik TO THv ZeArjvnv év Siompa Codie elvou 
KCal> év drrnAlotixg arrokAipatr 8i& yap ToUTO Kal Tpds d&vaToAds 
2 yevcnoetar t feviteia Kal yeonuBpiav. cai xat& Awpd9cov 8 Td 
3 auto ToOUTO onuaivel, tS aitia Tis &troSquias S1& TrecEeis “Apeixds 
3 Kal éxSpdav Urrotayds. dA Sik TO éri9ewpeio9oar Thy LeAnvnv wre 


Atos étraogeAts 4 é&crroSnuia gorau. 


F XV 1: cf. Ptol. IV 8, 1 and 3~Heph. II 24, 1 and 5-6. 
V XV 7 4] cal 


XVI. Tlep! otpateias. 
1 Ai& TO Tov KAfipov Tis otpaTelas év Tavpou 5 Ky KaTOAfEa, ofke 
"Appoditns Kal 2eAnvns> Gyouari, Kal Ud Aids uaoptupeioSar KaT& 
Tplywvov oXFPA, OU<v> itrTretol oTpaTeEvEI, Kal EvBo0fos Kal dyad 
2 2 oTpateia yevroetar. “Apn<s> étrikevtpos iSio9povédv Kal Tots pwotijpas 
ETTISEewpd, EVEdECwS> OTPATEVEL. 


F XVI 1-2: cf. Dor. in Heph. II 19, 24-25. 


XVII. Tlepi tis tou Savétou troiétntos. 

1 "ErreiSytrep év TH repli ypdvev Looiis xaT& dpeoiv Thy dvaipeciv 
eUpov EoeoSau (pnul Sh KaT& Thy TeAeuTaiav poipay ToU ZKkoptriou, 
AtIs UT Kpdovou Kata tetpcywvov dxtivoBoAcita oxfjpa), Unte 
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5 TTOTEpOv) KOX ye PuoIKOS Kai iS105 6 Savatos EoTal tT] Tapa PUOIV 
2 Kai Bialos. Kal &(Kel> eUpov Tous Thy KUpiay eiAngoTas TOU AVALpETIKOU 
TOTrou, Kpovov te <Kai> “Apex iSioSpovouvtas, ét1 S€ Kal TOV Tou 
Aids TIpPTov TKAv> GAA GoTEPWV TH AvaIpEeTIKGS TOTTW ETTIPEPOLEVOY 
KATH Thy <TOU) TrOAOU TrEepIpOpay, ETI SE Kai TO Splov Tou SUvovTOS 
f. 299 10 xKévtpou Aids, pu<oe | 6> Scdvatos, fTo: ard vdcou, Kai ot Bicuos 
3 goto. Kal Sia pev TOV Kodvov yevnc<oeTta> 6 Iavatos Sik vooou Tro- 
Auxpoviou, HTot pSicews 7) PeuYaTiopoU 7} cuvTT ews T PryoTrupETOOV, 
aipvidiou TAny is 1) aiuoppayias, to9’ Ste Treonynoaperns, Kol TrupEToov 
AcBpwv Sik TO ofkodSeotroTHv Utrapyerv TOV “Apsea Tou cvaipEeTIKOU 
4. 15 CeSiou, tov Zkoptriov. Kal TaUTA pév eis TOOOUTOV. 


F XVIL1:cf.IV16. XVIT2: cf. Ptol. IV 9,8-9~Heph.1125,9. XVII 
3: cf. Ptol. IV 9, 3 and 5~Heph. II 25, 4 and 6. 


V XVII 7 Kpdvou || &pecas || 13 aipundiou || 14 Aaveoov 


The native for whom the horoscope was cast was a PaotAsus and SuvdorTns 
(IX 2) born in Byzantium (IV 3 and 6) on the morning of 3 September 905. 
It has recently been demonstrated by Jenkins that Constantine VII Por- 
phyrogenitus was born in September 905.’ This strongly suggests the identity 
of the native and Constantine VII. This identification is strengthened by 
several circumstances, not the least of which is the fact that the astrologically 
correct description of the native’s physical appearance in V 1 (... Ti 5& ypoiy 
Aeukds, ... eUpt<s> ... yapoTrds Tois 6pSaAuois) is repeated in Theophanes Conti- 
nuatus’ description of the Emperor (... AeuKds TH ypois woel yaa, ... YapoTroIOUs 
Exov dpSaApous, ...eUpUs Tois dyois).8 Of course, the horoscope was cast shortly 
after the birth so that it is not surprising that the predictions of future events 
in Constantine’s life are inaccurate. | 

In I 1 the native’s father, that is Leo VI, is called évS0§0s kai Aaytrpdétatos Kal 
xpovios. The first two adjectives are surely appropriate to a Byzantine emperor; 
the third is justified by the fact that Leo was born in September of 866, thirty- 
nine years before his son. But he died on 12 May 912, which may serve as 
terminus ante quem for the casting of the horoscope, which ignores this event. 
In I 2 it is stated that the native’s mother, that is Zoe Carbonopsina, was less 
noble and todAvypdvios than his father; assuming that fitTtov ... ToAuypdvios 
refers to her age at Constantine’s birth, both adjectives seem to be correct. 

The astrologer in II 5 predicts that Constantine will have one brother and 
two sisters. This seems intended to please his parents, whose marriage three 
days after their son’s baptism on 6 January 906 produced no more sons. The 
discussion of the length of the native’s life in IV is correct astrologically, but 
not historically. The xAoxtiipes do not correspond to events in Constantine’s 
life, and his death is predicted for 8 November 964, when in fact he died on 

7 R. J. H. Jenkins, ‘‘The Chronological Accuracy of the ‘Logothete’ for the Years a.p. 867-913,” 


Dumbarton Oaks Papers, 19 (1965), 91-112, esp. 105 note 65; 109; and 112. 
8 Bonn ed. (1838), 468. 
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15 November 959.9 The descriptions of his character (VII), his wealth (VIII), 
his social position (IX), his activities (X), his friends (XIV), his journeys (XV), 
and his military service (XVI) are appropriate to his station and, for the most 
part, to himself. However, the statements that he would marry twice (XI), the 
first time at the age of seventeen (XIII 3), that he would have three children 
(XII 3), and that his wife would die before him (XIII 4) are all wrong. He 
married Helena, the daughter of Romanus Lecapenus. on 4 May 919, at the 
age of thirteen!® and she died on 19 September of the third year of her son 
Romanus (962) ;!! they had at least this one son, Romanus, but their only 
other child appears to be Theodora, who married John Tzimisces. 

The horoscope, then, seems to be the unique example that we have of a 
Byzantine imperial nativity.* It confirms the interest of the members of the 
Macedonian dynasty in astrology, and it demonstrates that astrologers in 
Byzantium in the early tenth century had copies not only of Ptolemy’s ’Artro- 
teAcopaTixa, but also of some version of Dorotheus independent of both Hephae- 
stio and the Arabic tradition. It proves that the traditional physical descrip- 
tion of Constantine VII, repeated, for example, by Jenkins, is in part based 
on the astrologer’s report. And it raises the question of the possible influence 
chapters VII and X may have had on Constantine in encouraging his interest 
in learning. But, deprived of the astrologer’s confidence, I desist from further 
interpretation. 


| APPENDIX 
Definitions of technical terms: 


The twelve zodiacal signs are regarded by astrologers as falling into numerous categories, 
of which the following are useful in interpreting Constantine’s horoscope. 


Sex Nature House 
Aries masculine moving (equinoctial) Mars 
Taurus feminine fixed Venus 
Gemini masculine two-bodied Mercury 
Cancer feminine moving (tropical) Moon 
Leo masculine fixed sun 
Virgo feminine two-bodied Mercury 
Libra masculine moving (equinoctial) Venus 
Scorpio feminine fixed Mars 
Sagittarius masculine two-bodied Jupiter 
Capricorn feminine moving (tropical) Saturn 
Aquarius masculine fixed — Saturn 
Pisces feminine two-bodied Jupiter 


9 Jenkins, op. cit., 109. 


10 Thid., 108. 


11 Symeon Magister in the Bonn edition of Theophanes Continuatus, 758; cf. Theophanes Conti- 


nuatus, tbid., 473. 
12 We have several horoscopes of imperial coronations; see D. Pingree in DOP, 18 (1964), 138 note 
29 (Alexius I Comnenus on 1 April 1081 and Manuel I Comnenus on 31 March 1143), and in DOP, 25 
(1971), 193 (Manuel II Palaeologus on 25 September 1373). The absence of further examples, and the 
lack of a reference to Constantine in the horoscope published here, must be due to fear of the police. 
18 G. Moravcsik ed. and R. J. H. Jenkins trans., Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando 
imperito (Washington, D. C., 1967), 9. 
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The signs are also grouped into triplicities, whose members are separated by four signs or 120°. 
Their diurnal lords, according to Dorotheus I 1, 3, are: 


Furst Second Third 
1. Aries, Leo, Sagittarius Sun Jupiter Saturn 
2. Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn Venus Moon Mars 
3. Gemini, Libra, Aquarius Saturn Mercury Jupiter 
4. Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces Venus Mars Moon 


Each sign is divided into five unequal arcs, each of which is a term (Spiov) governed by one 
of the star-planets. The terms, according to Ptolemy I 21, 28, are: 


Aries 
1° 6° Jupiter 
79149 Venus 
15°-21° Mercury 
229-269 Mars 
27°30° Saturn 


Leo 


1° 6° Saturn 

7°-13° Mercury 
149-19° Venus 
20°-25° Jupiter 
26°-30° Mars 


Sagittarius 
1° 8° Jupiter 
99°_14° Venus 

15°-19° Mercury 
20°25° Saturn 
26°—30° Mars 


Taurus 


1° 8° Venus 

9°_15° Mercury 
16°-22° Jupiter 
23°-26° Saturn 
27°-30° Mars 


Virgo 
1% 7° Mercury 
8°_13° Venus 
14°-18° Jupiter 
19°24° Saturn 
25°30° Mars 


Capricorn 
1° 6° Venus 
70-129 Mercury 

13°-19° Jupiter 
20°—25° Mars 
26°-30° Saturn 


Gemini 
1° 7° Mercury 
8°_13° Jupiter 
149-20° Venus 
21926° Mars 


279-30° Saturn | 


Libra 
1% 6° Saturn 
79119 Venus 
12°-19° Jupiter 
20°249 Mercury 
25°—30° Mars 


Aquarius 
1% 6° Saturn 
70-12 Mercury 
13°-20° Venus 
219-259 Jupiter 
269-309 Mars 


Cancer 
1% 6° Mars 
7°-13° Jupiter 
14°-20° Mercury 
219-279 Venus 
28°—30° Saturn 


Scorpio 
1° 6° Mars 
7°-149 Jupiter 
15°-21° Venus 
22°-27° Mercury 
28°—30° Saturn 


Pisces 
1° 8° Venus 
9°14° Jupiter 
15°-20° Mercury 
21°26 Mars 
279309 Saturn 


At any particular time a certain point of the zodiac is at the local eastern horizon; this is 
the ascendent. Normally, from this point (or one 5° above the horizon) the astrologer establishes 
by means of the local oblique ascensions twelve arcs along the ecliptic which are the places 
(totro1). The imperial astrologer seems here to have employed the much simpler expedient of 
marking off twelve equal zodiacal arcs of 30° each from the ascendent at Libra 5;23°. These 
places are divided into three categories; I add in parentheses the sign occupying each place in 
Constantine’s horoscope. 


cardine succedent cadent 

I (ascendent) (Libra) II (Scorpio) ITT (Sagittarius) 
IV (hypogee) (Capricorn) V (Aquarius) VI (Pisces) 

VII (descendent) (Aries) VIII (Taurus) IX (Gemini) 

X (midheaven) (Cancer) XI (Leo) XII (Virgo) 


The aspects of the planets are determined by a set of equilateral polygons inscribed inside the 
zodiacal circle—a hexagon, a square, and a triangle—and by opposition. The corresponding 
elongations for aspect to a degree are: 


hexagon (sextile aspect) 600° 
square (quartile aspect)——__ 90° 
triangle (trine aspect)——-—_ 120° 
Opposition — ——— 180° 


But an elongation of up to 15° on either side of one of these ideal elongations still is allowed to 
constitute the appropriate aspect. 


